beyond Sauinur Bridge (the rendezvous of persons of quality in summer even ings), no person in company with her but Mademoiselle de la Jcauniere, lier sister, a gen-tleman of the town (a Frenchman), being in drink, let fall some words which reflected upon her, speaking them so audibly that I saw she heard them as well as myself; but neither of us took notice of thorn to each other. The next morning I sent him a challenge by one Mr. Harwood, an English gentleman, which he refused to answer. The day following 1 took my friend and a servant with me, and meeting him as he came from mass, gave him several blown with a cudgel, which he went hia way with, without drawing his sword.
The night after, three or four of us being together in the street when it began to be dark (going to give a serenade to some of our acquaintance), the said gentleman, with ten or twelve more, Bet upon us with their swords drawn, which obliged us to defend ourselves aa well as we could, but retreating all the while, till we got into a house without much harm, and then they lied.
The day following I had notice that my adversary had taken the law to hia second, that ho had taken out process, or an arrest, against me, and that if ho seized me he would lay me in prison and make me pay considerable damage for the battery before I could be released. This happened very unhappily to one that expected monies from England, and had none to remove with, or any convenience, which obliged me to repair to Monsieur de Comingo, then governor of the castle, who infinitely disapproved of the Frenchman's carriage, and gave me sanctuary there for some days.
My money not being yet come, and not thinking it safe to stay longer there, I went to Thouars, the seat
